
Cage specifications as per ordinance 8 of 1969 [Ord on Nature Conservation 

Free State]. 

 

(1) No person may keep a wild animal in captivity unless the animal is kept in a camp or 

sturdy enclosure of the following minimum surface area or capacity: 

 

(a) 0,5 hectare for every elephant, hippopotamus, giraffe, rhinoceros, zebra or buck 

bigger than an impala – 

 

: Provided that no camp or enclosure may be smaller than 1 hectare; 

 

(b) 0,25 hectare for every impala or buck smaller than an impala – 

 

: Provided that no camp or enclosure may be smaller than 0,5 hectare; 

 

(c) 0,5 hectare for every lion, cheetah, brown hyaena or spotted Hyaena – 

 

: Provided that no camp or enclosure may be smaller than 1 hectare; 

 

(d) 200 square metres for a leopard if there are no more than two and an additional 100 

square metres for each leopard exceeding two. 

 

(e) 10 square metres for every other predator of the order Carnivora – 

 

: Provided that no camp or enclosure may be smaller than 100 square metres; 

 

(f) 30 cubic metres for a monkey or baboon if there are no more than two and an 

additional 3 cubic metres for every monkey or baboon exceeding two. 

 

(g) 1 square metre for every other small mammal – 

 

: Provided that no camp or enclosure may be smaller than 20 square metres; 

 

(h) 0,25 cubic metres for every bird smaller than a duck, which is not of a predatory 

species – 

 

: Provided that the cage may not be smaller than 8 cubic metres; 

 

(i) 30 cubic metres for every bird of a predatory species – 

 

: Provided that 

 

(j) the cage may not be smaller than 60 cubic metres; 

 



(ii) every side of the cage must be of such a size that it covers at least 

twice the wingspan of the bird with the biggest wingspan in the cage; 

 

(k) 10 square metres for every bird which is as big as or bigger than a duck – 

 

: Provided that no camp or cage may be smaller than 50 square metres and that, 

in case such a bird can fly, the height of the cage must be such that it covers at 

least three times the wingspan of the bird with the biggest wingspan in the cage; 

 

(l) 1 square metre for every snake, pythons excluded – 

 

: Provided that no cage may be smaller than 2 square metres; 

 

(m)10 square metres for every python or crocodile – 

 

: Provided that no camp or cage may be smaller than 20 square metres; 

 

(n) 1 square metre for any other reptile or amphibian – 

 

: Provided that no camp or cage may be smaller than 2 square metres. 

 


